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Reza Shah found the way open to greater effort,
and he discarded much that was obsolete :
A man ought to possess humanity,
And if the wood of aloes have no fragrance
It ought to be converted into firewood.
He took his place as king, and the people of Iran,
under his leadership and guidance, worked for and
attained a great many of the ideals which the
Nationalists of the old school had bled and died for.
Once revenue exceeded expenditure he could go
ahead with greater speed, and old roads were im-
proved and new ones built all over the country.
Railways were commenced, and great progress has
been made with these. Once he had the roads, Reza
Shah encouraged motor transport, and though
Iranians were slow to take advantage of the oil
which flows so abundantly within their borders,
motor-cars are now quickly taking the place of the
old horse carriage and the more picturesque camel
and ox-cart.
Here Reza Shah literally evolved something from
nothing, for when he assumed the premiership there
was but one motor-car in the entire country. Most
of the money for the new roads and for the new
railways, many hundreds of kilometres of which have
now been completed, have been derived from internal
duties on tea and coffee.
This improvement in communications has brought
about a great change in Iran, where the people have
suddenly evinced a striking interest in travel. It is
now possible to journey from Teheran to Ispahan in